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The larvae of Chilades lajus (CRAMER) is known to feed on Citrus and Limonia 
(SHIROZU, 1960). In this report I record the aphidophagous habit of this butterfly 
that was observed by myself, and the emerged butterfly was identified by Prof. 
T. SAIGUSA of Kyushu University, to whom I express my thanks. I am also indebted 
to him for his kindness in summarizing this paper in Japanese synopsis. 

Aphis citricola v. d. Goor and Toxoptera aurantii (Boyer DE FONSCOLOMBE) are 
the chief aphid parasites of citrus plants in India (BAsu & BANERJEE, 1958). In the 
state of Tripura, north eastern India T. aurantii is the dominant aphid species infesting 
citrus plants. This aphid appears on the citrus host with the onset of winter period in 
November and build-up population during December and January on the growing 
twigs and vanishes by the beginning of March of the following year when the 
atmospheric temperature starts going up and leaves become mature. 

In the course of our study on the natural enemy complex of T. aurantii on citrus 
plants in this part of India we found maggots of syrphid flies, grubs and adults of 
coccinellid beetles, larvae of aphid-lions, aphidiid parasites besides the larvae of butter- 
fly Chilades lajus lajus (CRAMER). Before this study, this species was not known 
feeding on aphids and hence we took some observations on the developmental stages and 
feeding habit of this species. 

In the middle of December 1982, a few eggs of C. lajus were noticed in the colony 
of T. aurantii on the apical portion of the citrus plant. The larvae which emerged 
out of these eggs were green in colour and soon started feeding on aphids of all devel- 
opmental stages. On a single apical twig 4-5 larvae were noticed feeding on aphids. 
An infested apical twig with 4 eggs of butterfly and aphids was transferred to paired 
petridishes. Aphid supply was maintained at 24-hour interval till first pupation 
occurred. At this stage it was noticed that only one pupa has formed and remaining 
3 larvae failed to pupate. The pupa of the first larva succesfully reared into the adult 
stage. In the field the larvae were also seen feeding on the young tender leaves of citrus 
plants when the number of aphids declined. . 

In the laboratory following periods of developmental stages were noticed: 
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Incubation period 3-4 (in days) 


Larval 1 9-10( »” ) 
Pre-pupal 2 ( # ) 
Pupal n 15-16( » ) 


It would be interesting to study in detail about the biology and ecology of this 
butterfly which feed voraciously on aphids and also on the citrus plant in the conditions 
of Tripura, a state in northeastern India. 
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H E: 
AVY aYNMYI YY OMHORMPEITOWT (B.K. AGARWALA and J.L. SAHA) 


IAVYayvwvy v2 Chilades lajus (CRAMER) (i Citrus, Limonia EO 2 AVYVBEDGROAMEL 
THOHCEM, PRMSNTS. B41 FO Tripura MitwWT HMO TI AVYORMB 
Apic, BRD 2 AV BICOS TTF AYO 1 & Toxoptera aurantii LEATA OABC LULI. 
ECC, BHZR(LERDPSCOTFTIAYOAABMELCMRBLKETA, REE TAOTE l 
CRU Le. 7s, KMOMBS, MOTT FIAVYORMDRMVISL, TAYHORKS PUMA OF 
BSAZTCEPMBRBSHkK. 
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